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ls The old saying that politiss makes strarge bedfsllows is nowhere more
: apparent than in censideration of tie durront political situation in
IndoneniL where tvo of tbe three major parties, 1 e, the Republicans
and tihe Communists join forves fron timo to tlne to oocunteract the
influsnce of the third, the Lasjuni, which in the Islamic religioms
party, The Masjunl is a very large and vary poverful organiszation, und
both of the other major prrties feur 1t very muah,

<« The Masjunl want and demand evoryihing, and sineo Sukmypg and Uatde have
not boon able to fulfill the pronises macdd in the oarly dayc of tho
optablishment of the Republie, tue Masjund have attracted quite u following.
They, like the Communists, promise soncthing for nothing and hewvo the
added advantage of belng saturated witi ull of the Indoncsien tradition wiich
the natives have adiored Lo for po musy yierao.

3. Doppite the fact that SCLSI, a Cosmuniot-led federation, was gblo to
appeint a pro-Comaunist iMniotor of Inber|last swmwer / 1953_/, the
labor lilndietry 1o not a ranking ono, and does not make itself felt in
national affalrs to auch of an oxtont. wWhile it 1o true that thic
appointinent will handieap the dovolopment of industry there have Loen
no new policios or rozulatiszng [rea tiwo Labor Kinistry which have been
singularly fnvorable to SCESI. This ic despito the fret that the
influence of non-Coraunist labor unions has been negligible,
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